
The Erasmus+ project called “Discovering the sustainable development goals”, in which our 

school collaborates with partner schools from Germany, Italy and the UK, recently took place. 

The aim of this project is to raise environmental consciousness among teenagers while also 

helping them exchange ideas and meet new cultures, especially in a world where topics like 

global warming, water shortage and pollution are of utmost importance.  

We, together with five friends and two of my teachers -Nalan Tüfekçi and Murat Akdaş- visited 

the Marie-Curie-Schule BBZ in Germany/Völklingen for six days. We did plenty of activities, 

met new cultures and learned while also having fun together with a total of twenty students 

and six teachers from other countries.  

One of these activities was building a recycling bin. Plastic bottles will be collected in this 

recycling box, which was painted together by all the students. Money can be received when 

these bottles are returned, which will be donated to a foundation chosen by the students 

themselves. Twenty bottles have already been collected at the grand opening which took 

place at school! 

We also toured a water treatment plant. They showed us the stages water undergoes before 

arriving at our homes: how harmful materials are extracted, how its pH-value is altered, how 

water’s set under pressure using heights and how all this can be controlled digitally. 

We also had the opportunity to get to know eachother better in the climbing wall and cycling 

activities we did with the PE teachers of M-C-S BBZ. It was a great experience alongside the 

barbecue in the school garden. 

After a 3-4 hour trip, we arrived in Cologne. There we toured the Cologne Cathedral, which 

took 600 years to build from the 1200s up till 1880. It was a great challenge climbing its 157-

meter-tall tower. 530 steps in total! Though it was definitely worth it fort he panoramic view 

of Cologne up top. The project “Discovering the sustainable development goals” is now eter-

nal since we hung locks on the Lovers’ Bridge in Cologne in memory of our trip there and 

threw the keys to them in the river… 

The trip to Völklingen’s symbol - the Völklinger Hütte - which is a UNESCO world heritage raw 

iron factory, was also a very interesting experience. The charks weighing tonnes and spinning 

faster than once every second, ovens that were tens of meters tall and could be heated up to 

thousands of degrees, shafts that released fume dying the sky red at the time the factory was 

operating and 250 minecarts which never stopped squeeking until 1986 were all mind-

blowing to see! 

Lastly, we had a chance to see the Saar river from a mountain-top view after a long walk above 

on a platform in the trees. Seeing mother nature from that perspective was captivating. It 

made one think how much humanity has destroyed building cities, skyscrapers, roads, hotels 

and brought our trip to an eye-opening end. 
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